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Nov. 14: Caracas police reported that student protesters overturned a bus, resulting in the death
of one student and serious injury to another. Students were demonstrating against governmentimposed gasoline price hikes and a corresponding increase in public transport fares. (For previous
coverage of anti-government protests, see NotiSur 11/13/91.) Nov. 20: According to police sources,
three protesters were shot to death in Caracas, bringing the death toll over the past month of street
demonstrations to six students and two members of the public security forces. An undetermined
number of people were injured, including several police officers and soldiers. Some reports claimed
that one of the three victims was a soldier in civilian dress who had infiltrated demonstrator ranks.
Police spokespersons said police used tear gas and water cannon to disperse the demonstrators. The
three shooting deaths, they said, were apparently the work of unidentified snipers. The government
suspended university and high school classes throughout the country. Protests continued in
Caracas, Gurenas and Maracay. Nov. 21: In response to rumors and statements by politicians and
other well-known persons about a potential military coup, Defense Minister Gen. Fernando Ochoa
said that there will be no coup as the armed forces know the cost of violent military intervention.
Ochoa dismissed the possibility of the government suspending constitutional guarantees. Nov.
22: In a national radio broadcast, President Andres Carlos Perez denounced the recent wave of
violence, and asserted that persons responsible will be punished. In response, students renewed
protests in Valencia, 150 km. west of Caracas, where they burned five cars. No casualties were
reported. Nov. 23: Venezuelan universities announced plans for a national strike for Nov. 26-27.
According to the Education Ministry, only primary schools will resume classes on Nov. 25. In
response to student protests, the government agreed to raise subsidies for student transport fares,
and prohibited demonstrations in the streets and plazas of Caracas. Nov. 25: Sporadic protests
continued throughout the country. The most serious incidents between police and students occurred
in Cumana, site of the Universidad del Oeste. Several demonstrators were beaten by police, and
an automobile owned by the state-run oil company (PDVSA) was destroyed by fire. In Caracas, 20
protesters wearing hoods burned a truckload of toys near the Universidad Central de Venezuela
(UCV) campus, and threw stones and other objects at police officers. Police responded with tear
gas. Nov. 27: According to Caracas police, five people including two officers were injured during a
clash between approximately 3,000 students and police. An undercover police officer was reportedly
stabbed by protesters. A large number of students were arrested. Nov. 28: In Barquisimeto, a
student was shot to death by a political police (DISIP) agent during a street protest. Demonstrators
burned police vehicles and buses and looted shops during over eight hours of demonstrations.
The protesters attempted to occupy government buildings, and police and National Guard officers
surrounded Universidad Lisandro Alvarado de Barquisimeto campus. In Charallave, a suburb of
the capital, a student was wounded by a pellet gun, and a truck was burned by protesters. Students
burned three trucks in Valencia. Nov. 29: Perez met with student leaders in an attempt to defuse
the conflict. He said that over 100 vehicles had been burned since protests against fuel prices
commenced in August. Student leaders insisted on the immediate termination of government
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repression and police infiltration of their organizations, and prohibition on the use of firearms by
public security forces during student demonstrations. The president also discussed government
spending policies for education and fuel price policies. No agreements were reached. Nov. 30:
Eduardo Fernandez leader of Venezuela's largest opposition party, COPEI, and president of the
Christian Democrat International submitted a 12-point "urgent plan for national salvation" to
President Perez. The plan included a cabinet reshuffle, changes in economic policy, police reform,
tax reform, support for private industry, and "a more concrete international agenda." Dec. 2: Three
police officers and two students were wounded during a confrontation at the university campus
in Valencia after students burned a privately-owned truck. Students burned tires and several
vehicles in downtown Merida. The Universidad de los Andes rector announced suspension of
classes until January. Dec. 3: In a communique, Interior Minister Alejandro Izaguirre said that
since September, approximately 300 peaceful and 400 violent demonstrations had been recorded.
In the same period, 120 government-owned vehicles were destroyed. An undetermined number
of students were injured during protests in Caracas. Demonstrators burned three trucks near the
UCV campus. Disturbances were also reported in Maracay, Valencia and Maracaibo. In Maracaibo,
the rector of the Universidad de Luz announced the suspension of classes until January. Dec.
4: Approximately 20,000 people participated in a protest march through downtown Caracas to
the national congress building. When the peaceful march became violent and students bagan
throwing rocks, police and National Guard officers responded with tear gas and pellet guns. No
serious injuries were reported. Protesters called for changes in the government's economic and
education policies, reduced prices on energy and transportation, improved health services, and an
end to police repression of demonstrators. Interior Minister Izaguirre told members of the national
congress that the outbreak of violence was being organized by extreme leftist groups, and student
organizations had been infiltrated by "subversives." Among the subversive groups participating
in the protest movement, Izaguirre cited the Bandera Roja, Venceremos and Ezequiel Zamora.
The Bandera Roja was the only marxist-leninist guerrilla organization operating in the 1970s and
early 1980s. Dec. 5: The government announced suspension of all secondary and university classes
through Jan. 7. About 5 million students run the risk of losing the school year. Of the four largest
autonomous universities, only UCV in Caracas and the Universidad de Carabobo in Valencia have
not suspended classes. Protesters burned a truck in Merida. Demonstrations were also reported
in Valencia and Caracas. Fernandez acknowledged the possibility of subversion in the continuous
student protests. However, he said such a threat does make legitimate protest unacceptable. Dec.
30: In his year-end address, President Perez offered "respect and guarantees of safety" for antigovernment demonstrators, and called for "democratic reform" of the nation's education system.
Jan. 3: For the fifth consecutive day, residents of Guarenas, located 25 km. east of Caracas, protested
against potable water shortages. The town has been without running water for almost two weeks.
Residents blocked traffic and conducted peaceful street marches. (Sources: Associated Press,
11/28/91; Chinese news service Xinhua, Inter Press Service, 12/04/91; Spanish news service EFE,
11/20/91, 11/21- 23/91, 11/25/91, 11/29/91, 12/02-05/91; Notimex, 11/20/91, 12/30/91; Agence FrancePresse, 11/14/91, 11/20/91, 11/21/91, 11/23/91, 11/25/91, 11/27-29/91, 12/01-05/91, 12/26/91, 12/30/91,
01/03/92)
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